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Edinburgh may be sued by disabled people over 
contracts saga 
by Vorn f'hl o~ fobniary 2010 1n Adult s DI nblllty , Wo,kforco 

Disabled people may sue Edinburgh Council for humc1n rights breach s or d1sab1l11y discmrnnahon because of its handling of a 

retendering process for care and support services. which is 11 ely to be hailed on Thursday . 

Ian Hood co-ord111ator of Learning D1sab11ity Alliance Scotland (I.DAS). believed there was a case to answer under either the Human 

Rights Act 1998 or D1sab1hty D1scnm1natio11 Act 2005. 

He said· ·rhere·s a poss1bli1ty of legal action from md1v1duals because of the distress they have been put througn for a flawed process: 

Thu i.1 ll1ance of providers campaigns 011 behJlf of peopl, with lu.uning d1sc1b11it1es. Its me111bers 111clude four charities which had been at 

r1s~ of losing contracts 011 the back of the 1cndcr111g process. 

We believe that people who have been improperly treated have a right to sue: Hood said. 

On Tl1ursday Edinburgh Council's finance and resources comrrnttce w, 11 be asked by chief ex cutlve Tom A1tcliison to 1,alt the 

rctendcnng process. after 11 was cn t1c1scd by consultancy Dclo111c 111 a report commissioned by the authority. 

The council nngered peopl by freoz111g the processing o direct p;Jyments during the retendermg process last yea r. 

L DAS claimed tlie surge 111 direct payment applications renect d people's desue to rernal with their existing providers. 

The counci l suspended tl1e retendenng nd ordered the Delortle inquiry 1n December 2009 after oppostion counci llors forced through a 

mot1or1 calling for the backlog of direct payments to bo cleared. 

In his report, Ai tchison said a ce1l111g of [15.04 an t1our should be set on direct payments to deliver on agreed budget savings, which 

would require negotiating down Iha price of care wi th some ex1st1ng prov1d ~rs. 

Howov r. Hoell warn d that tl1is may reduc s 1v1c s lor some poopl and tho council would n ed to ensure that proper assessments 

ac,;ompaniccl the process. 

I te said "W l111ve l> en geltmg advice from a loc;i l con,pany whic l1 told us there may be good cause for taking up a legal challenge if 

th coLmcil cuts nnyone's direct payments without a µroper assessment or their need." 

There are also concerns that the r:ou11r.1 I may f<1ce legal action from successful bidders wliich woulrl liave been awarded the contracts 

i11 the event of t11e t ndering rirocess being called off. 

None of ll1e successful bidders w·is avai lable to comment on the poss1bihty of taking legal ac11on al th is time. 

Rolatc d artlcl es 

Direct paymonl surg 111ad,: now co11tracls unvir1bl . sc1ys r;ounc1l's chief oxocutive 
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